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      2018 

  Mic & Key     
Jefferson County Amateur Radio Club 

  923 Boston Ave, Nederland, TX 

WWW555SSSSSSVVV   
 

CLUB NET is on Wednesday at 8:00 pm on the Club Repeater 145.470, - offset, pl: 103.5 
ARES Net Immediately Follows the Club Net on the JCARC Repeater 
ARES Dist 9 WinLink Digital Check In on First Monday of the Month 

 

 

NOTE CHANGES: NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 @ 7 pm  
NEXT ARES Meeting: Tuesday, February 13, 2017 @ 6:00 pm 

 

Mid/South County Hams meet for Saturday Breakfast at Magnolia Diner on Hwy 366 
Beaumont Area Hams meet for Saturday Breakfast at Whataburger, Phelan & Dowlen, Beaumont  

 

 
 

Be sure and visit the Club’s Websites @ www.w5ssv.com and www.qsl.net/w5ssv 
 

CHECK OUT THE NEW JCARC FACEBOOK PAGE: 
Be sure and visit the Club’s FaceBook Page at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/990382200983839/ 

 
 

 

President Chuck Vincent, KB5NBJ  Kb5nbj@aol.com  409-540-0477 

Vice President Kirk Mahaney, N5WKM n5wkm06@gmail.com  409-718-5047 

Treasurer “Kayo” Robert Harlow, K5AKO rharlow@gt.rr.com 409-719-8898 

Secretary Randy Leftwich, K5RWL rwleftwich@aol.com 409-466-5828 

 

http://www.w5ssv.com/
http://www.qsl.net/w5ssv
https://www.facebook.com/groups/990382200983839/
mailto:Kb5nbj@aol.com
mailto:n5wkm06@gmail.com
mailto:rharlow@gt.rr.com
mailto:rwleftwich@aol.com
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 Meeting Minutes, January 09, 2018 
1 General Meeting called to order by Chuck Vincent, KB5NBJ @ 19:06 pm CST. 

Self Introductions by all present. 
2 A motion was made by Marshall McMaster, WD6CQO, to accept minutes from Nov & Dec 2017.   

The motion was seconded by Rocky Wilson, N5MTX.  The Motion carried. 
3 A motion was made by Rocky Wilson, N5MTX to approve treasurer’s from December 2017.   

The motion was seconded by Raymond Buckingham, KG5VDJ.    The motion carried.  
4 OLD BUSINESS:   

JCARC Tailgate Sale will be Jan 20 @ 8am –VE Testing @ 10am – workday afterwards on ceiling and pipe repair. 
Report on Harmony School Balloon launch and program.  School requesting Tech Class. 
OrgARC 70th Anniversary on Saturday Jan 13 and Sunday Jan 14 at Orange Train Station Museum. 
Orange Hamfest still needing help for Friday and Saturday.  Friday dinner $15.  Concessions on Saturday by 4H. 

      5 NEW BUSINESS:   
Events for 2018 and looking for new Club activites for 2018.  Please let club officers know of ideas. 
Randy, K5RWL, to contact Roger Erickson to schedule SkyWarn Class and Harvey Review for April. 

Program:   
6    Motion to Adjourn made by Verne King, K5QDA and was seconded by Chris Benally, KE5IKI.  
7    Meeting Adjourned @ 20:10 pm CST by Chuck Vincent, KB5NBJ. 

Members Present:  ___14____                             Visitors Present: ____0_____ 

Signed: Randy Leftwich, K5RWL  
 

 

 

 

JCARC January 2018 Bank Statement 

Checking Account #6425 

Period:  01/01/2018 to 01/31/2018 
Opening Balance:  $5999.62 
2 Credits                $431.00 
7 Debits                 $314.69 

Closing Balance:   $6115.93 
Cash On Hand:     $6013.10 
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NEED HELP FOR GUSHER MARATHON.  PLEASE CONTACT 
Kirk, N5WKM or Randy K5RWL 

                    ARES & RACES INFO             

2018 UPCOMING PUBLIC SERVICE EVENTS 
February 17   Emergency Expo – Preppers – LC Baptist Church 

February 23-24  Orange HamFest 
March 03   Gusher Marathon 

March 10   Big Thicket Bike Tour 

April  TBA   JCARC Tailgate Sale, VE Testing 

April 28   March of Dimes, March for Babies 

April TBA            Texas ARES/RACES/MARS SET  

May 06-07   Tour du Rouge 

May 12   US Islands On the Air 

May 19   Don Allen Sports Day, Wildwood 

May 26   Dirty Frog Mud Run – Crystal Beach 

May 27   KILO-19 “Walk To Remember” - Crystal Beach 

June 02   Spindletop Spin Bike-A-Thon 

June TBA   Hurricane Drill TDEM 

June 23-24   ARRL Field Day 

July TBA   JCARC Tailgate Sale, VE Testing   

August 17    Gusher- 5K Pleasure Island/Cameron Causeway Run 

September 08   Big Thicket Neches Canoe Trek 

September 15  CCA Kids Fishing Rodeo – Laporte 

September TBA  Texas ARES/RACES/MARS SET 

October 06   Beaumont Fire Family Fire Safety Fair 

October 19-21   BSA Jamboree on the Air 

October TBA  JCARC Tailgate Sale, VE Testing 

Nov 03 (Oct 27 poss)       Gusher Pleasure Island Half Marathon 

December (Nv)30-01 SkyWarn Recognition Day   6:00pm-6:00pm  (12-1 00:00-24:00UTC) 

December 11  HAM Christmas Party – Brazos Cattle Company 

******************************************************************************************************************* 

PLEASE CHECK OUT OUR NEW JEFFERSON COUNTY ARES 

WEBSITE AT: 

www.jctxares.org 
ANYONE WISHING TO DO A JEFFERSON COUNTY CLUB OR ARES NET, PLEASE CONTACT 

RANDY, K5RWL.          
rwleftwich@aol.com  or 409-466-5828 

 

 

http://www.jctxares.org/
mailto:rwleftwich@aol.com
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The Beaumont Amateur Radio Club will have their next meeting on February 26th  at the North End Baptist at 5115 Eastex 

Freeway at Odom Road at 7:30 pm.   ALL ARE INVITED!!!   

Our  Club Net is on Thursday evening at 8:00 pm on 146.760 neg offset with pl tone of 107.2.  Also the 146.700 is down and 

444.700 repeaters is on line and there to be used. 

The Beaumont Areas Ham Operators get together for breakfast every Saturday Morning at the Whataburger on Phelan Blvd  

And Dowlen Rd in Beaumont.  Please come join us. 

Check out our website at: www.qsl.net/w5rin. 
 

 
 
The Orange Amateur Radio Club will have their next meeting on March 2nd at the Red Cross Chapter House in Orange at 3901 

IH10 East at MLK.  ARES Meeting Starts at 6:30 pm and the Club Meeting Starts at 7:30 pm.   PLEASE JOIN US!!!  

Orange HAMFEST coming up on February 23-24! Needing help, please volunteer! 

Our club net is Mon-Thur at 6:30pm on 147.180 positive offset with a pl tone of 103.5.     Remember our HAM Radio Breakfast 

Meeting at the Whataburger on Strickland Dr. in Orange on the THIRD Saturday of the month at 8:30am.  Hope to see you 

there!!! 

Check out our webpage at: www.qsl/net/w5nd.  
 

 

 

 
The Big Thicket Amateur Radio Club will have their next meeting on February 6th at the Kountze Fire Station on East Deer and 

South Beach Street in Kountze at 7:00pm.  PLEASE JOIN US !!!! Our Club Net is on Thursday evenings at 7:00pm on 147.380 

pos offset, pl tone 131.8.  145.230 is down for repairs. 

Check out our webpage at: www.qsl.net/btarc.  

 

 

 
The Lakes Area Club will have their next meeting on Thursday, February 22nd, at the Bell Field, Jasper Airport in Jasper at 

7:00pm.       PLEASE JOIN US !!!!   Our Club Net is on Tuesday Evenings at 8:00pm on 147.000 neg offset and pl tone of 118.8.  

EchoLink is available for use.   Please check our webpage at: www.w5jas.org........ For the latest info. 

 
 
 

The Tyler County Amateur Radio Association meets the first Thursday, March 1st  at 7:00pm at the Woodville Emergency Center 

located at 201 Veterans Way.  Turn at the light by Brookshire Bros Grocery Store and you will see the building.  It runs parallel to 

Hwy 69. PLEASE  JOIN US!!!!     Please check our webpage at: www.wd5tyl.org........ For the latest info.   

Our ARES net every Mondays on our repeater at 07:00pm.  The frequency will be 147.220+ (pl=100.0) Please check  in  with  us. 

 

 
 

The Sulphur Amateur Radio Club meets the third Monday, February 19th  at 7:00pm at the Old Sulphur City Hall on 500 North 

Huntington Street, Sulphur, La.70663 in the Business Center.   PLEASE  JOIN US!!!!  Our Club Net is on Tuesday Evenings at 

8:00pm on 145.350 neg offset and pl tone of 103.5.   

Please check our webpage at: http://www.qsl.net/w5sul/ ........ For the latest info. 

 

 
 
We meet the third Saturday each month at noon at Baytown Seafood on Hwy 347 just north of Hwy 73 in Groves. Meetings are 

very informal and usually involve a "show and tell" about some kind of old radio equipment the members have in their collections. 

You don't have to be licensed 25 years to attend the local meetings, as is required for National QCWA membership. 
 

**************************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

From The Beaumont Club 

From The Orange County Club 

 

From The Big Thicket Club 

 

From The Lakes Area Club 

 

From The Tyler County Amateur Radio Association 

 

From The QCWA 

From The Sulphur Amateur Radio Club 

 

http://www.qsl.net/w5rin
http://www.qsl/net/w5nd
http://www.qsl.net/btarc
http://www.w5jas.org/
http://www.wd5tyl.org/
http://www.qsl.net/w5sul/
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS         FEBRUARY  2018 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    1 2 3 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 7pm TCARA Mtg 

7pm BTARC Net 
8pm BARC Net 

 
 

 
 
 

7:30PM OARC 

Mtg 

 
 
 

 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 6:30pm  

ORG ARES  Net 

7pm  

TYLERCO  ARES 

Net 

 

 
 

 

7pm BTARC Mtg 

   8pm LAARC Net 

8pm SulfurARC Net 

 

8pm  

JCARC&ARES  Net 

 

 

7pm BTARC Net 

8pm BARC Net 

  

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
 6:30pm  

ORG ARES  Net 

7pm  

TYLERCO  ARES 

Net 

 

 600pm 
JC ARES  Mtg 

 7:00pm 

JCARC  Mtg 
8pm LAARC Net 

8pm SulfurARC Net 

 

8pm  

JCARC&ARES  Net 

 

7pm BTARC Net 
8pm BARC Net 

 

 12N QCWA MTG 

Emerg Expo LCBC 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

 6:30pm  

ORG ARES  Net 

7pm  

TYLERCO  ARES 

Net 

7:30   SARC Mtg 

 
 

8pm LAARC Net 

8pm SulfurARC Net 

8pm  

JCARC&ARES  Net 

 

 

7pm LAARC Mtg 

7pm BTARC Net 

8pm BARC Net 

ORG 
HAMFEST 

ORG 
HAMFEST 

25 26 27 28 1 2 3 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm  

ORG ARES  Net 

7pm  

TYLER  ARES Net 

7:30   BARC Mtg 
 

 

 

8pm LAARC Net 

8pm SulfurARC Net 

8pm  

JCARC&ARES  Net 

 

 

  GUSHER 
MARATHON 
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FREQUENCIES & NETS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

52.525 6 Meter FM National Calling Frequency    146.860- Port Arthur (WD5GJP) pl 103.5  
53.150/52.150 Groves Repeater (pl 100.0) DOWN  146.980- H.A.M.S. (Devers, N5FJX, pl 103.5)*#  
144.390 APRS        147.000- Jasper (W5JAS, pl 118.8)*#  
145.010 BMT  Packet Digi NEW  BPT (W5SSV) DOWN  147.060+ DuPont (AA5P, pl 103.5)  
145.010 W5SSV-10/N5MTX-11/WB5YDA-10 RMS Packet  147.160+ Beaumont (N5YX,  pl 100.0) Coming Soon 

145.050 KC5YSM-10 RMS Packet     147.180+ Orange A.R.C. (W5ND, pl 103.5)* C4FM 
145.210- S.W.L.A.R.C. (W5BII, pl 103.5)* DOWN   147.200+ Port Arthur (KC5YSM) (pl 118.8)*#  
145.230- B.T.A.R.C. (N5BTC, pl 103.5)*#    147.220+ Tyler Co ARA (pl 100.0)* # 
145.250-Tyler Co (KF5YDG, pl 123.0)      147.300+ Mobil Oil (W5XOM) (pl 103.5)*  
145.330- Anahuac (KK5XQ, pl 123.0)    147.380+Silsbee (KB5OVJ  -  pl 131.8) NEW 
145.350- Sulphur A.R.C. (W5BII, pl 103.5)*   147.420 Simplex-Orange ARES Primary 
145.390- Buna (W5JAS,  pl 118.8)    147.460 Simplex-Orange ARES Secondary 
145.450- Beaumont (N5YX,  pl 100.0) Wire-X/C4FM  147.570 Simplex-Hardin Co ARES Secondary 

145.470- J.C.A.R.C. (W5SSV, pl 103.5*)    223.800 Beaumont (KA5QDG) (pl 123.0) DOWN 

145.470- Sulphur ARC (W5SUL) D-STAR  NEW   224.200-Vidor (KD5UNK) (no CTCSS)  
145.560 Simplex-Jeff Co ARES Secondary    224.920 Devers (KA5QDG) (pl 123.0) 
146.450 Mid County Simplex      440.725+ Jefferson Co D-Star Repeater  
146.520 National Simplex                                                               442.400+ Silsbee (KB5OVJ)  DMR Repeater 
146.550 National SkyWarn Simplex                                               442.575 Devers (KA5QDG, pl 103.5)  
146.560 Simplex Tyler Co ARES Prim    444.625 Sulphur (AF5XP, pl 146.2) C4FM 
146.580 Simplex Jeff Co ARES Prim & Special Event  444.700 B.A.R.C. (W5RIN, pl 107.2) 
146.620- Jefferson Co D-Star Repeater     444.800 Nederland PD (KC5YSM, pl 118.8) 
146.640- Beaumont Repeater (KW5C, 103.5 pl) #  444.900 Mobil Oil (W5XOM, pl 103.5) DOWN 

146.700- B.A.R.C. (W5RIN, pl 107.2)*#  BACK ON AIR                  446.000 National Simplex UHF   
146.730- S.W.L.A.R.C. (W5BII, pl 173.8)#  
146.760- B.A.R.C. (W5RIN, pl 107.2) C4FM  
* Denotes transmitted PL tone.                                                               # Denotes echo link.  
 
NETS  
BARC Net Thurs Night 8:00pm 146.700    Daytime Texas Traffic Net Daily 8:30am 7.285  
JCARC Net Wed Night 8:00pm 145.470    7290 Traffic Net M-Sat 10am-12N, 1-2pm 7.290  
BTARC Net Thurs Night 7:00pm 145.230    Texas Traffic Net Daily 6:30pm 3.873  
Org ARC Net Nightly 6:30pm 147.180     Gulf Coast SSB Net Daily 7:30pm (00:30UTC) 3.925  
LAARC (Jasper) Tues Night 8:00pm 147.000    Delta SSB Net M-Sat 7:00pm 3.905  
TCARA (Tyler CO) Mon Night 7:00pm 147.220   Ctn Gulf Cst Hurricane Net Daily 8:00pm 3.935  
Sulphur ARC Net Tues Night 7:00pm  145.450 (XRF057B) Southwest Traffic Net Daily 9:30pm 3.935  
2M SSB Gatherers Roundtable Tues Night 7:30pm 144.270 Gulf Coast Radio Net Sunday 8:00am 3.910  
2M CW Net Wed Night 7:30pm 144.160   Louisiana ARES HF Net Sunday 7:30pm 3.878  
10M CW Net Fri Night 7:45pm 28.970    Texas ARES HF Net Monday 7:30pm 3.873 

10M LAARC Ph Net Wed 7:30pm 28.325 USB   Texas RACES HF Net 2nd & 4th Sun 2pm 7.255 
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NOAA WEATHER RADIO ALL HAZARDS 

 
NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards (NWR) is a nationwide network of radio stations 

broadcasting continuous weather information directly from the nearest National 

Weather Service office. NWR broadcasts official Weather Service warnings, watches, 

forecasts and other hazard information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  

 

Working with the Federal Communication Commission's (FCC) Emergency Alert 

System , NWR is an "All Hazards" radio network, making it your single source for 
comprehensive weather and emergency information. In conjunction with Federal, State, 

and Local Emergency Managers and other public officials, NWR also broadcasts 

warning and post-event information for all types of hazards – including natural (such as 

earthquakes or avalanches), environmental (such as chemical releases or oil spills), and 

public safety (such as AMBER alerts or 911 Telephone outages).  

 

Known as the "Voice of NOAA's National Weather Service," NWR is provided as a 

public service by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), part 

of the Department of Commerce. NWR includes 1025 transmitters, covering all 50 

states, adjacent coastal waters, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the U.S. 

Pacific Territories. NWR requires a special radio receiver or scanner capable of picking 
up the signal. Broadcasts are found in the VHF public service band at these seven 

frequencies (MHz): 

162.400 162.425 162.450 162.475 162.500 162.525 162.550 

Special Notices 

Click on [+] to see more [-] to see less  

[+]"Beeping" on certain Midland receivers and the weekly test  

[+]KWO35 New York City, NY transmitter removed from service (11/28/17)  

[+]KXI73 Backbone Mountain, WV transmitter Out of Service (11/15/17)  

[+]WNG677 St. Croix (Christiansted), VI transmitter Out of Service (11/1/17)  

[+]WXJ68 Maricao, PR transmitter Out of Service (11/1/17)  

[+]WXM68 Marlboro, VT (Ames Hill) transmitter ceased broadcasting on 9/15/17 (9/18/17)  

[+]WZ2542 Harlingen Spanish, TX transmitter removed from service (Update 3/7/17)  

[+]WWH34 Walton, NY transmitter Out of Service (Update 11/1/17)  

NEW EAS Event Codes, effective 2017 

 
   

 
Imagine this: You’re driving down the highway, humming along to your favorite tunes, when 
the cell phone stowed in your bag suddenly makes a strange noise. To investigate, you take 
the next exit and safely pull over to check the screen. Good thing you did: Your phone just 
alerted you to a tornado a few miles away in same county you’re driving through. 
 
Sound plausible? It is. America’s wireless industry is helping to build a Weather-Ready Nation 
through a nationwide text emergency alert system, called Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA), 
which will warn you when weather threatens. Read the rest of the article on NOAA.gov. 

And check out real stories of how WEA has saved lives across America. 

 

 
Wireless Emergency Alerts - 

English 
With a unique sound and 

vibration, Wireless 
Emergency Alerts keep you in 
the know, wherever you are.  

 
Wireless Emergency Alerts - 

Español 
Con una alerta de sonido y 

vibración Alertas Inalámbricas 
de Emergencia te mantienen 

al tanto donde estés. 

javascript:toggle2('Advisory1',%20'myHeader1');
javascript:toggle2('Advisory2',%20'myHeader2');
javascript:toggle2('Advisory3',%20'myHeader3');
javascript:toggle2('Advisory4',%20'myHeader4');
javascript:toggle2('Advisory5',%20'myHeader5');
javascript:toggle2('Advisory6',%20'myHeader6');
javascript:toggle2('Advisory7',%20'myHeader7');
javascript:toggle2('Advisory8',%20'myHeader8');
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/resources/National_Tropical_EASWRN_030117.pdf
http://www.noaa.gov/features/03_protecting/wireless_emergency_alerts.html
https://www.weather.gov/news/130313-wea-stories
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PySsJG_7z3U&feature=c4-overview&list=UU9hQvMjzSxurMirYDgOMezw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PySsJG_7z3U&feature=c4-overview&list=UU9hQvMjzSxurMirYDgOMezw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PySsJG_7z3U&feature=c4-overview&list=UU9hQvMjzSxurMirYDgOMezw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sE2EO4_y084&list=UU9hQvMjzSxurMirYDgOMezw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sE2EO4_y084&list=UU9hQvMjzSxurMirYDgOMezw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sE2EO4_y084&list=UU9hQvMjzSxurMirYDgOMezw
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Frequently Asked Questions  

1.  What are WEA messages?  
Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) are emergency messages sent by authorized government alerting authorities through your mobile 

carrier. Government partners include local and state public safety agencies, FEMA, the FCC, the Department of Homeland Security, and 
the National Weather Service. 
No signup is required! Alerts are sent automatically to WEA-capable phones during an emergency. 

  
2. Why is this important to me? 

Alerts received at the right time can help keep you safe during an emergency. With WEA, alerts can be sent to your mobile device when you 

may be in harm's way, without need to download an app or subscribe to a service. 
  

3. What types of alerts will I receive?  

Á  Extreme weather warnings 

Á Local emergencies requiring evacuation or immediate action 

Á AMBER Alerts 

Á Presidential Alerts during a national emergency 

4. What does a WEA message look like? 
WEA will look like a text message. The WEA message will typically show the type and time of the alert, any action you should take, and the 
agency issuing the alert. The message will be no more than 90 characters. 

 

 
   

5.  How will I know the difference between WEA and a regular text message? 

WEA messages include a special tone and vibration, both repeated twice. 
  

6. What types of WEA messages will the National Weather Service send? 

Tsunami Warnings (see Fact Sheet) 
Tornado and Flash Flood Warnings 
Hurricane, Typhoon, Dust Storm and Extreme Wind Warnings 

  
7. What should I do when I receive a WEA message? 

Follow any action advised by the emergency message. Seek more details from your favorite TV or radio 

station, NOAA Weather Radio, news website, desktop application, mobile application, or other trusted 
source of information. 
  

8.  Will I receive a WEA message if I'm visiting an area where I don't live, or outside the area 
where my phone is registered? 
Yes, if you have a WEA-capable phone and your wireless carrier participates in the program. For 

information about which mobile devices are WEA-capable and carrier participation, please 
visit http://www.ctia.org/wea or contact your wireless carrier. 
  

9.  What if I travel into a threat area after a WEA message is already sent? 
If you travel into a threat area after an alert is first sent, your WEA-capable device will receive the 
message when you enter the area. 

  
10. When will I start receiving WEA messages from the NWS? 

The NWS began participation in the WEA service in late June 2012.  Some mobile devices, especially older ones, are not WEA-capable. 

When you buy a new mobile device, it probably will be able to receive WEA messages. For more details on WEA, including links to your 
wireless service providers’ unique WEA service information, please visit: www.ctia.org/wea. 
  

 
Example of a Wireless Emergency 

Alert on an iPhone 5 (AT&T). 

https://www.weather.gov/images/wrn/2017_WEA_Messages_Originated_by_NWS.png
https://www.weather.gov/images/wrn/wea_alert.png
https://www.weather.gov/media/wrn/WEATsunamiFactSheet.pdf
http://www.ctia.org/wea
http://www.ctia.org/wea
https://www.weather.gov/images/wrn/wea_alert_02.png
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11.  Is this the same service public safety agencies have asked the public to register for? 
No, but they are complementary. Local agencies may have asked you to sign up to receive telephone calls, text messages, or emails. 

Those messages often include specific details about a critical event. WEA are very short messages designed to get your attention in an 
emergency situation. They may not give all the details you receive from other notification services. 
  

12. Will I be charged for receiving WEA messages? 
No. This service is offered for free by wireless carriers. WEA messages will not count towards texting limits on your wireless plan. 
  

13. Does WEA know where I am? Is it tracking me? 
No. WEA use radio technology to broadcast the alert from cell towers to mobile devices in the area of the threat. Therefore, WEA doesn’t 
don't know exactly who is tuned in. 

  
14. Will a WEA message interrupt my phone conversations? 

No, the alert will be delayed until you finish your call. 

  
15. How often will I receive WEA messages? 

You may receive frequent WEA messages during an emergency. Message frequency depends on the number of imminent threats to life or 

property in your area. 
  

16. If, during an emergency, I can't make or receive calls or text messages due to network congestion, will I still be able to receive 

a WEA message? 
Yes, WEA messages are not affected by network congestion. 
  

17. What if I don't want to receive WEA messages?  

You can opt-out of receiving WEA messages for imminent threats and AMBER alerts, but not for 

Presidential messages. To opt out, please refer to instructions from your wireless carrier or visit http://www.ctia.org/wea for more 

information. 

Some cell phones allow the users to opt-in and opt-out directly on their devices. These devices differentiate the imminent threat alerts into 

two categories - "Extreme alerts" and "Severe alerts" as shown in the image below.  

The Extreme alerts from the National Weather Service include warnings for tsunamis, tornadoes, extreme winds, hurricanes and typhoons. 

The Severe alerts from National Weather Service include warnings for flash floods and dust storms. For example, by keeping Extreme alert 
selected and de-selecting Severe alert, the user would still be capable of receiving Extreme alerts, but would not receive Severe alerts on 
their cell phone. 

 
 
  

18. Why did I receive an alert when there was no warning in effect for my location? 
WEA messages are broadcast using radio-like technology from cell towers in, and sometimes around, the actual warning area. Therefore, 

an alert can reach cell phones outside of the actual warning area depending on the broadcast range of the cell towers which broadcast the 
alert. This overreach is typically more prevalent in rural areas than in more densely populated cities.  

19. How will I receive alerts if I don't have a WEA-capable device? 

WEA is one of many ways you can receive emergency notifications. Other sources include NOAA Weather Radio, news media coverage, 
the Emergency Alert System on radio and TV broadcasts, desktop applications, mobile applications, and other alerting methods offered by 
local and state public safety agencies. Your best use of WEA is to immediately seek additional information about the imminent threat 

impacting your area. 

https://www.weather.gov/images/wrn/wea_2.jpg
http://www.ctia.org/wea
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20. How do I let my friends and family know how Wireless Emergency Alerts work? 
FEMA has produced Public Service Announcements that demonstrate how wireless alerts save lives. These short videos are available in 

English and Spanish and can be downloaded and shared with others. 

21. How does the NWS activate a Wireless Emergency Alert on my cell phone?  
The NWS pushes our suite of warnings, advisories, and watches to a national collection pointcalled the Integrated Public Alert and Warning 

System (IPAWS) The NWS specially marks our most critical NWS alerts for WEA distribution, so that when they reach IPAWS, they are 
pushed to commercial wireless carriers who broadcast the alert from cell towers in the threat area to your cell phone. IPAWS also serves as 
collection point for non-weather alerts, such as civil and child abduction emergency messages which are issued by other emergency 

authorities. Once an alert is in IPAWS, the alert may be made available through a variety of channels for further distribution, such as 
broadcast over television/radio stations, sirens, display on highway signs, desktop and mobile alert software application, and the Wireless 
Emergency Alert system. 
 
 
WEA Factsheet (PDF) - Download a factsheet on Wireless Emergency Alerts. 
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